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Sir John Jones was knighted in 2003 for his services to education, a profession he refers to as 

the ‘Magic-Weaving Business’; the title of his best-selling book. 

The first in his family to go to university, John completed an undergraduate degree at Bangor 

University, a Master’s at Liverpool University and a Research Fellowship at Lancaster University. 

He also took up teaching posts at Manchester and Liverpool Universities, where he designed 

and taught a Master’s course on effective leadership.  

Having worked most of his professional life in challenging schools in the north-west of 

England, including as headteacher of three of them, John went on to advise government on 

tackling disadvantage and supporting struggling institutions.  

Growing up on the tough streets of Liverpool, John experienced first-hand the negative impact 

that disadvantage can have, not only on literacy and numeracy levels 


